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STANZA BY STANZA ANALYSIS

Line I and 2 The persona is asking Beauty to stay with him
Be with me, Beauty, for the fire is dying; because he is aware of his decrepit years left and his
My dog and I are old, too old for roving. worn and feeble physical body. We can see that

appearances are important to the persona. He also
states that he is physically weak and no longer has
the strength to wander around.

Line 3 and 4 Masefield here talks about his early years from his
Man, whose young passion sets the spindrift experience at the sea. He was taken on for a voyage

Jling, on a sailing ship and those cxperiences impressed
Is soon too lame to march, too cold for him so much, he wrote memorable sea poem. He
loving.

then says that soon he will be too frail to walk. Most

elderly people also turn cold and find it hard to love
others.

Line5t0 7

I take the book and gather to the Jire,

Turning old yellow leaves; minute by
minute

The clock ticks to my heart

The persona still seeks for knowledge despite his old
age or he is looking back to an old book (yellow
Icaves). Then, he says again about the clock is
ticking. The time is moving and it waits for no one.
His heart will stop when the time comes.

Line 7 and 8
A withered wire,
Moves a thin ghost of music in the spinet.

Line9to 14

I cannot sail your seas, I cannot wander
Your cornland, nor your hill-land, nor your

The persona only can yearn for the youthful
activities and years for he is incapable of doing so.
He no longer can visit the beautiful places or take
valleys part in war where the brave soldiers fight. He feels
Ever again, nor share the battle yonder that he can only reminisce about those wonderful
Where the young knight the broken blooming years from his dying body.

squadron rallies. '

Only stay quiet while my mind remembers

The beauty of fire from the beauty of embers

Line 15to 18

Again, the persona asks mercy from Beauty.
Beauty, have pity! for the strong have

Masefield stresses that everything comes with

power, something. For the strong have power,
The rich their wealth, the beautiful their the rich with their wealth and the beautiful with their
grace,

grace. He wishes that with his ageing years, beauty

Summer of man its sunlight and its flower: will comes and save him from his wrinkled body.

Spring-time of man, all April in a face.
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Line 19 to 26

Only, as in the jostling in the Strand,
Where the mob thrusts, or loiters, or is
loud,

The beggar with the saucer in his hand
Asks only a penny from the passing crowd,
So, from this glittering world with all its
Sashion,

Its fire, and play of men, its stir; its march,
Let me have wisdom, Beauty, wisdom and
passion,

Bread to the soul, rain when the summers
parch. )

Line 27 and 28
Give me but these, and though the darkness
close

Even the night will blossom as the rose.

The persona is describing the world he sees now as
he grows older. The mob causing ruckus and the
beggar asking for money from the crowd. Tl}c .
‘glittering world with all its fashion’ can be implied
as the intimidating world with all kinds of people
and action, so different from what he used to thought
it is. The persona wishes for wisdom at his age, to
see the world with a new eye and beauty again, for
appearance is important to him. He hopes to have
the wisdom that will be needed to face the crucial
and needing world.

He fecls that the wisdom, beauty and passion are
important to him that even when the darkness close,
the rose will still blossom.
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